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Fresh hope for science vision

Amkahnmtwoyearsofdam
crun and the

has released the key

findings of its much awaited maid-
Outlook

Thmwasayprehensmnwhcn

theuham the report was
w felt it would be a
ﬁmhexerusewhﬂesomques-
tioned the need to invest in such
an effort. ASMvenmredwnhthe

nation’s important science and
innovation ecosystem. The report
has unveiled the true picture of
the nation's state of science.
There are gaps which need

mending and unless constructive
remedial actions are taken, we
may not see improvement in our
science and innovation ecosystem.
And very few would deny that
without a robust science and inno-
vation ecosystem, we cannot max-

¢ imise the returns from the coun-

ry’s investment in R&D.
With the constant change in
teduﬂogyaldshiﬂmgmmmer

unﬂmm&ﬂmmtm

the highly competitive global emrl-

ronment is to embrace kaizen

cunnnuousm\prowmal.
mlmded :

was in primarily as a

self-assessment on where we are

in the implementation of the

and
innovation policy (ST1), and how
we fare when benchmarked
against the best in the world. It is
essentially an exercise of monitor-
ing and evaluating the nation’s STI

commitments so that the neces-
sary feedback would alen usto

Management widely practised by
big businesses. The hope is that by
taking the necessary steps to close
the gaps, we will move closer to
the vision of science in our coun-
try, which is to contribute rowards
wealth creation and overall soci-
etal well-being.
AselaboratedhyASM&mdm
Tan Sri Dr Tajuddin Ali, o
Science Outlook study rigoro
assessed the six pillars of the cur-
rent ST1 policy, namely govern-
ance, R&D commercialisation, tal

His efforts are slowly bearing
fruit

Fellows of the Academy are also
encouraged by the positive
response of the minister and
Mosti. In fact, at the launch the
minister showed his appreciation
for the report and promised to
give serious consideration to
implementing the recommenda-
mmandalsomkethesmdya
biennial exercise. ASM was also
asked to dissemninate the findings
to other stakeholders.

Mmyonhe

bemhtghhsmedmmepasl
but this time they are based on
real evidence from the study. On
governance, the recommendations
include strengthening the STI
management cycle, establishing a
cemraliseds‘rlbndyandaparha-
mentary select committee and
enacting the Science Act.

On the R&D pillar, the study rec-
ommends empowering a central-

ised coordination body and ensur-
ing the effective use of govern-
ment expenditure on R&D.

Under the talent pillar, the
repnnmmmmendsamnresysr
tematic planning and develop-
ment of science talents, and

a mechanism to better

attract and retain talent. On ener-

i . it called for more

public-private partnership.

A national STI data centre is
needed to better coordinate the
e eport o propmed the

proposed the
of a science encultur-
ation index and pursuit of strate-
gic international networking.

A regular science outlook study
will go a long way in enhancing
the nation’s ST1 achievements.
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